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the time.1 He thought that the angry repudiation
of such an insulting proposal was most unreasonable.
" How can I choose a wife by deputy ? " he asked.
" I must depend upon my own eyes" ; besides,
he added, he must hear them sing, and see how
they comported themselves. Perhaps, suggested
the French ambassador sarcastically, he would
like to go further and test the ladies in other ways,
as the knights of King Arthur used to do. Henry
coloured at this; but vauntingly replied that he
could, if he pleased, marry into the imperial house ;
but he would not marry at all unless he was quite
sure that his new relation would prefer his alliance
to all others. When, at length, in June, the truce
of Nice was signed, and soon afterwards the
fraternal meeting and close community between
Francis and Charles was effected at Aigues Mortes,
Henry began to get seriously alarmed. His matri-
monial offers, to his surprise, were treated very
coolly; all his attempts to breed dissension between
the imperial and French ambassadors, who were
now hand and glove, were laughed at;2 and the

1  Chastillon Correspondence in Henry VIII. Calendar, voL 13.
2  The extraordinary  attentions showered  upon  the  elderly French
lady, Mme de Montreuil, and her daughter, Mme de Brun, and their large
train of attendant ladies, in the autumn of 1538, is an amusing instance of
Henry's diplomacy.    It has usually been concluded by historians that
it was a question of amour or gallantry on Henry's part; but this was not
the case.    The lady had been the governess of the late Queen Madeleine
of Scotland, and was passing through England on her way home.    The
most elaborate comedy was played by Henry and Cromwell on the occasion.
The ladies were treated like princesses.    The Lord Mayor and all the
authorities on their way to the coast had to banquet them;   they were
taken sight-seeing and feasting everywhere, and loaded with gifts ; and
the most ostentatious appearance made of a close intimacy with them,
in order to hoodwink the imperial agent into the idea that a French
match was under discussion.    Henry himself went to Dover to see them,